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The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 2, 2022 

Rev. Joseph Rodney, SSJ   
In Residence 



Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA 

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and 
thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who 
love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both on your 
going out and your coming in. 

PRAY FOR US  
Richard Camble, Jr. 
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PSR News 
January 2022 
2     No PSR - Happy New Year 
6     Epiphany 
9     PSR Class 
16   PSR Class - Professor Warner - Science vs. Religion 9:30 am - 2:00 pm 
17   MLK Day 
 
 
Epiphany is celebrated 12 days after Christmas on the 6 of January and is the time when Christians remember the Wise Men (also sometimes 
called the Three Kings) who visited Jesus. 
 
Epiphany is also when some Churches remember when Jesus was Baptized, when he was about 30, and started to teach people about God. Epipha-
ny means revelation and both the visit of the Wise Men, and his Baptism are important times when Jesus was ‘revealed’ to be very important. 
 
Some Churches celebrate use Epiphany to celebrate and remember both the visit of the Wise men and Jesus’s Baptism! Epiphany is mainly cele-
brated by Catholics and Orthodox Christians. 
 
The glorious advent of Christ, the hope of Israel 
 
Since the Ascension Christ's coming in glory has been imminent, even though "it is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his 
own authority." This eschatological coming could be accomplished at any moment, even if both it and the final trial that will precede it are "delayed". 
 
The glorious Messiah's coming is suspended at every moment of history until his recognition by "all Israel", for "a hardening has come upon part of Israel" 
in their "unbelief" toward Jesus. St. Peter says to the Jews of Jerusalem after Pentecost: "Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until 
the time for establishing all that God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old." St. Paul echoes him: "For if their rejection means the reconcilia-
tion of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?" The "full inclusion" of the Jews in the Messiah's salvation, in the wake of "the 
full number of the Gentiles", will enable the People of God to achieve "the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ", in which "God may be all in 
all". 
 
The Church's ultimate trial 
 
Before Christ's second coming the Church must pass through a final trial that will shake the faith of many believers. The persecution that accompanies her 
pilgrimage on earth will unveil the "mystery of iniquity" in the form of a religious deception offering men an apparent solution to their problems at the 
price of apostasy from the truth. The supreme religious deception is that of the Antichrist, a pseudo-messianism by which man glorifies himself in place of 
God and of his Messiah come in the flesh. 
 
The Antichrist's deception already begins to take shape in the world every time the claim is made to realize within history that messianic hope which can 
only be realized beyond history through the eschatological judgement. The Church has rejected even modified forms of this falsification of the kingdom to 
come under the name of millenarianism, especially the "intrinsically perverse" political form of a secular messianism. 
 
The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom only through this final Passover, when she will follow her Lord in his death and Resurrection.  The king-
dom will be fulfilled, then, not by a historic triumph of the Church through a progressive ascendancy, but only by God's victory over the final unleashing of 
evil, which will cause his Bride to come down from heaven. God's triumph over the revolt of evil will take the form of the Last Judgement after the final 
cosmic upheaval of this passing world.  ccc 673-677 
 
 Next Issue: II. To Judge the Living and the Dead 

Mass Intentions for January 1 - 4, 2021 
              
 Saturday      5pm       Rebecca Nelson  
               By: Kids & Grandkids 
   
 Sunday         8am       Lester & Ronnie Gauthier  
                             By: Edward, Mary, Michael,  
           Danna & Damien 
            11am     Charles Williams  
    By: Mary & Ingrid 
 
 Tuesday       5pm         William “Tex” Turner 
    By: Wife & Kids 
 

SFX CENTENNIAL COOKBOOKS  
MAKES A GREAT GIFT  

FOR ONLY $20.00 



The Epiphany of the Lord             January 2, 2022  

Through trials  and tribulations,  by God’s  grace,  we triumph!  

Join us for the  
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

When: Every Saturday from 3:30 - 4:30pm 
Where: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

1120 Myrtle Street 

3 Ways to Give 
S t. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

 
*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 

Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
 

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! 

JOIN US FOR PRAYING THE ROSARY  
EVERY SUNDAY EVENING @ 7PM 

Just dial 1 720 7409653 
And enter access code 5217381# 

Stewardship 
 
 

Due to holiday deadlines, 
Stewardship will resume  

next week. 

United Men of St. Francis Xavier 
 

Over the last several years, the United Men of SFX worked tirelessly rais-
ing funds for the church and school through the semi-annual BBQ, provid-
ed scholarships to our church families, and many other things. 
 
Since we have been outstanding stewards and showed our love of God 
through Matthew 6:21, it is now our time to ask the Church community to 
give us something in return. Over the life of the organization, we have lost 
many members through attrition by illness and death. For the United Men 
to continue its good works, we need additional, dedicated participants. 
 
We are inviting you to show your love of God through this effort; please 
get in touch with us through the following means: Call me 225.205.8542, 
text, or email les.pourciau@gmail.com, unitedmenstfx@gmail.com or 
any member of the organization or  come to the cafeter ia after  the 8 
o’clock mass 10/24/2021 
 
I use the framework of “We are blessed to bless others” to appeal to 
“YOU” the men of the SFX Catholic Church community. Please assist us in 
this effort. 
 
Thank you 

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be Mondays by 12 noon. Please consider admission at least a week 
prior to the date of the announcement, when possible. 

JOURNEY TOWARD GOD 
In our celebration of the Epiphany, two interwoven themes are 

present in the readings today. God is beginning something 
new, and God gathers all of humanity to participate. For Isai-
ah, God’s bright light, manifested in the people of Israel, at-
tracts and summons people from many nations to Jerusalem. 
In the letter to the Ephesians, God’s grace makes the Gentiles 
co-heirs and co-partners in the gospel. Matthew tells the story 
of the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel through the birth 

of Jesus, and simultaneously leading foreigners to share in 
these same promises. With the birth of Jesus, God chose a 

particular people, in a particular time and place, to enter most 
directly into the human story. Today’s readings teach that God 

did this in order to gather all people, all cultures, into unity 
with God. Like the magi, we are drawn into a journey toward 

God, becoming co-partners in God’s work.  

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
At the Mass during the Day 

O God, who on this day 
revealed your Only Begotten Son to the nations 

by the guidance of a star, 
grant in your mercy 

that we, who know you already by faith, 
may be brought to behold the beauty of your sublime glory. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever.  
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“Let us care for your loved ones like they are our own”
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