Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 13, 2022
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MASS SCHEDULE:
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R WED ~THURS: 6:50 AMIN CONVENT
EMAIL: PJOHNSON(@SFXBR.ORG
WEBSITE: SEXBR.ORG HOLYDAYS: 900 AM & 6:00PM
FRIDAY: SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTIS-
MAL PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER
AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT
OF THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT
THE HOSPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RiTE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucaTtioN OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and
thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus
Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who
love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both on your
going out and your coming in.

PSR News
February 2022

13 PSR Class — 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time - World Marriage Day - World Marriage Day is celebrated every year on the second Sunday in February,
sometimes coinciding with St. Valentine’s Day. This year, it takes place on February 13. World Marriage Day officially began in 1983 in the United States
of America. Popularized by the Catholic Church, the purpose of World Marriage Day is to emphasize the beauty of marriage and to honor husbands and
wives for their faithfulness and sacrifices. (nationaltoday.com/world-marriage-day/)

14 Valentine Day - The origins of Valentine’s Day are not clear, but many sources believe that is stems from the story of St. Valentine, a Roman priest who
was martyred on or around February 14 in the year 270 CE. How he became the patron saint of lovers remains a mystery, but one theory is that the
Church used the day of St. Valentine’s martyrdom to Christianize the old Roman Lupercalia, a pagan festival held around the middle of Febru-
ary. (www.timeanddate.com/holidays/common/valentine-day)

God's Spirit and Word in the Time of the Promises

From the beginning until "the fullness of time," The joint mission of the Father's Word and Spirit remains hidden, but it is at work. God's Spirit prepares for the time
of the Messiah. Neither is fully revealed but both are already promised, to be watched for and welcomed at their manifestation. So, for this reason, when the Church
reads the Old Testament, she searches there for what the Spirit, "who has spoken through the prophets," wants to tell us about Christ.By "prophets" the faith of the
Church here understands all whom the Holy Spirit inspired in the composition of the sacred books, both of the Old and the New Testaments. Jewish tradition distin-
guishes first the Law (the five first books or Pentateuch), then the Prophets (our historical and prophetic books) and finally the Writings (especially the wisdom liter-
ature, in particular the Psalms).

In creation

The Word of God and his Breath are at the origin of the being and life of every creature:It belongs to the Holy Spirit to rule, sanctify, and animate creation, for he is
God, consubstantial with the Father and the Son.... Power over life pertains to the Spirit, for being God he preserves creation in the Father through the Son."God
fashioned man with his own hands [that is, the Son and the Holy Spirit] and impressed his own form on the flesh he had fashioned, in such a way that even what was
visible might bear the divine form."

The Spirit of the promise

Disfigured by sin and death, man remains "in the image of God," in the image of the Son, but is deprived "of the glory of God," of his "likeness." the promise made
to Abraham inaugurates the economy of salvation, at the culmination of which the Son himself will assume that "image” and restore it in the Father's "likeness" by
giving it again its Glory, the Spirit who is "the giver of life." Against all human hope, God promises descendants to Abraham, as the fruit of faith and of the power of
the Holy Spirit. In Abraham's progeny all the nations of the earth will be blessed. This progeny will be Christ himself, in whom the outpouring of the Holy Spirit will
"gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad." God commits himself by his own solemn oath to giving his beloved Son and "the promised Holy
Spirit . . . [who is] the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it."

In Theophanies and the Law

Theophanies (manifestations of God) light up the way of the promise, from the patriarchs to Moses and from Joshua to the visions that inaugurated the missions of
the great prophets. Christian tradition has always recognized that God's Word allowed himself to be seen and heard in these theophanies, in which the cloud of the
Holy Spirit both revealed him and concealed him in its shadow.This divine pedagogy appears especially in the gift of the Law. God gave the letter of the Law as a
"pedagogue" to lead his people towards Christ. But the Law's powerlessness to save man deprived of the divine "likeness," along with the growing awareness of sin
that it imparts, enkindles a desire for the Holy Spirit. the lamentations of the Psalms bear witness to this.

In the Kingdom and the Exile

The Law, the sign of God's promise and covenant, ought to have governed the hearts and institutions of that people to whom Abraham's faith gave birth. "If you will obey my voice and keep
my covenant, . . . you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation." But after David, Israel gave in to the temptation of becoming a kingdom like other nations. the Kingdom, how-
ever, the object of the promise made to David, would be the work of the Holy Spirit; it would belong to the poor according to the Spirit.The forgetting of the Law and the infidelity to the
covenant end in death: it is the Exile, apparently the failure of the promises, which is in fact the mysterious fidelity of the Savior God and the beginning of a promised restoration, but ac-
cording to the Spirit. the People of God had to suffer this purification. In God's plan, the Exile already stands in the shadow of the Cross, and the Remnant of the poor that returns from the
Exile is one of the most transparent prefiguration’s of the Church. ccc 701-710

Next Issue: Expectation of the Messiah and his Spirit
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 13, 2022

Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Churciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be Mondays by 12 noon. Please consider admission at least a week
prior to the date of the announcement, when possible.

Paul and Norma Duell Memorial Scholarship

Purpose of the scholarship: The Paul and Norma Duell Me-
morial Scholarship is established to provide financial support of
$5,000 to a graduating high school senior and/or first year col-
lege student who will attend Southern University and A&M Col-
lege, Baton Rouge or Grambling State University in the Fall of
2022. The student should have a 3.0 GPA and be a parishioner of
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church or Mt. Zion First Baptist
Church.

Both Paul and Norma believed in the value of education, given
their experiences growing up in a segregated society. They both
worked tirelessly to bring together people of all races, faiths, and
backgrounds to improve their community, the State of Louisiana
and our country through their active engagement in many organ-
izations including their church homes. They often recruited stu-
dents to attend both Southern University and A&M College and
Grambling State University, so it is fitting that their daughters,
Paula Duell Northern and Stephanie Duell honor them through
this Memorial Scholarship Fund.

To apply, students should submit a resume and personal state-
ment on their future aspirations in 250 words or less to DuellMe-
morialScholarship@gmail.com by April 30, 2022.

FEELING BLESSED

Congratulations! Welcome to the Kingdom! Rejoice and leap
for joy! Sounds a little like Easter, doesn’t it? Well, in a very real
way, it is. This Sunday, the scriptures remind us that we are blessed
and beloved, especially when we have difficulties and don’t feel
especially blessed. Jesus reminds us that God blesses us in our trials,
so we should trust in the saving power of God. We are “raised from
the dead,” as it were, each time we arise from our hardships. The
ultimate proof of all of this is our new life in Christ, who died so that
we could be free of sin, and was raised from the dead so that we
might all have new life. Wouldn’t that be something? A new life, in
which poverty is riches and sadness is transformed into lightness of
spirit? It’s a topsy-turvy world, isn’t it? Do you feel blessed today?

JOIN US FOR PRAYING THE ROSARY
EVERY SUNDAY EVENING @ 7PM
Just dial 1 720 7409653
And enter access code 5217381#

Join us for the
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
When: Every Saturday from 3:30 - 4:30pm
Where: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
1120 Myrtle Street

Wash your hands and say your prayers
because God and germs are everywhere!

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday:  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time;
World Marriage Day
Monday:  Ss. Cyril and Methodius; Valentine’s Day
Thursday: The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite
Order
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary

Stewardship
February 6, 2022

Regular Collection
$8,568

Parish Needs
$540

School Support
$45




PLEASE SEND US ONLY 200
COPIES OF THE BULLETIN THAT
WE ARE SUBMITTING FOR
FEBRUARY 13, 2022
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