Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 27, 2022
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FRIDAY: SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTIS-
MAL PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER
AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT
OF THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT
THE HOSPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RiTE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucaTtioN OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and
thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus
Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who
love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both on your
going out and your coming in.

PSR News
February 2022

Expectation of the Messiah and his Spirit

"Behold, I am doing a new thing." Two prophetic lines were to develop, one leading to the expectation of the Messiah, the other pointing to the
announcement of a new Spirit. They converge in the small Remnant, the people of the poor, who await in hope the "consolation of Israel" and "the
redemption of Jerusalem."

We have seen earlier how Jesus fulfills the prophecies concerning himself. We limit ourselves here to those in which the relationship of the Messi-
ah and his Spirit appears more clearly.

The characteristics of the awaited Messiah begin to appear in the "Book of Emmanuel" ("Isaiah said this when he saw his glory," speaking of
Christ), especially in the first two verses of Isaiah 11:

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

and the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

The Messiah's characteristics are revealed above all in the "Servant songs." These songs proclaim the meaning of Jesus' Passion and show
how he will pour out the Holy Spirit to give life to the many: not as an outsider, but by embracing our "form as slave." Taking our death
upon himself, he can communicate to us his own Spirit of life.

This is why Christ inaugurates the proclamation of the Good News by making his own the following passage from Isaiah:

The Spirit of the LORD God is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflicted; he has sent me to bind
up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of
the LORD'S favor.

The prophetic texts that directly concern the sending of the Holy Spirit are oracles by which God speaks to the heart of his people in the language
of the promise, with the accents of "love and fidelity." St. Peter will proclaim their fulfillment on the morning of Pentecost. According to these
promises, at the "end time" the Lord's Spirit will renew the hearts of men, engraving a new law in them. He will gather and reconcile the scattered
and divided peoples; he will transform the first creation, and God will dwell there with men in peace.

The People of the "poor" - those who, humble and meek, rely solely on their God's mysterious plans, who await the justice, not of men but of the
Messiah - are in the end the great achievement of the Holy Spirit's hidden mission during the time of the promises that prepare for Christ's coming.
It is this quality of heart, purlﬁed and enlightened by the Spirit, which is expressed in the Psalms. In these poor, the Spirit is making ready "a peo-
ple prepared for the Lord." <77

Next Issue: The Spirit of Christ in the Fullness of Time

SFX CENTENNIAL COOKBOOKS Mass Intentions for February 26 - March 1, 2022
MAKES A GREAT GIET
FOR ONLY $20.00 Saturday  Spm People of the Parish
PRAY FOR US Sunday 8am Ruben Davis

Richard Camble, Jr. Gwen Carriere Catherine Murray By: Men’s Choir

Frazier Jordan John Paul Moore Joyce Decuir .
Elizabeth Whitfield Loraine Perry Cenia Richard 11am  Elaine Ewell

Zelda Bates Martha Proctor John Ristic By: Carol Lamotte

Elaine Johnson Maria Rice Betty Camble
Linda Gills-Beshears Whitney Robiho  Geraldine Christopher Tuesday S5pm Norman Jerome Brown

Mary Johnson Shelvia Stewart Elouise Noel By: Family

Betty Dupas Cora Scott-Green
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Churciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be Mondays by 12 noon. Please consider admission at least a week
prior to the date of the announcement, when possible.

Synod Listening Session for African American Catholics
Bishop Duca will hold a Synod Listening Session at Immacu-
late Conception Church in Scotlandville on
Thursday, March 17 from 6 - 8pm.

I encourage you to attend.

Ash Wednesday Masses
9am & 6pm

Stations of the cross at 2pm on
Fridays during Lent

Paul and Norma Duell Memorial Scholarship

Purpose of the scholarship: The Paul and Norma Duell Memorial Scholarship is
established to provide financial support of $5,000 to a graduating high school senior
and/or first year college student who will attend Southern University and A&M
College, Baton Rouge or Grambling State University in the Fall of 2022. The student
should have a 3.0 GPA and be a parishioner of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church or
Mt. Zion First Baptist Church.

Both Paul and Norma believed in the value of education, given their experiences
growing up in a segregated society. They both worked tirelessly to bring together
people of all races, faiths, and backgrounds to improve their community, the State of
Louisiana and our country through their active engagement in many organizations
including their church homes. They often recruited students to attend both Southern
University and A&M College and Grambling State University, so it is fitting that
their daughters, Paula Duell Northern and Stephanie Duell honor them through this
Memorial Scholarship Fund.

To apply, students should submit a resume and personal statement on their future

Don’t let the noise of the world,
Keep you from hearing the voice of the Lord.

JOIN US FOR PRAYING THE ROSARY
EVERY SUNDAY EVENING @ 7PM
Just dial 1 720 7409653
And enter access code 5217381#

Join us for the
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
When: Every Saturday from 3:30 - 4:30pm
Where: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church

aspirations in 250 words or less to DuellMemorialScholarship@gmail.com by April 1120 Myrtle Street
30, 2022.
WE ARE KNOWN BY OUR FRUIT Stewardship
This week, Jesus tells us that we must examine our own inner February 20, 2022

selves, our attitudes and dispositions, virtues and faults, rather than
judging others. What is in our hearts comes out in what and how we
speak. If our hearts are filled with kindness and compassion, those
qualities will be evident in our speaking, just as beautiful, whole-
some fruit comes only from healthy trees. And vice-versa.
The Wisdom writer Sirach in the first reading agrees with this con-
cept - that we will be judged by our words. Paul reminds us that the
reward of discipleship is eternal life. Today’s psalm of thanksgiving
and praise reminds us of God’s kindness and faithfulness, which we
are to emulate in our thoughts, words, and deeds. We are known,
each of us, by our own fruit.

Regular Collection
$7,872
Parish Needs
$150
School Support
$220
Food Pantry
$710




PLEASE SEND US ONLY 200
COPIES OF THE BULLETIN THAT
WE ARE SUBMITTING FOR
FEBRUARY 27, 2022
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