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MASS SCHEDULE:
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FRIDAY: SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTIS-
MAL PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER
AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT
OF THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT
THE HOSPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RiTE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucaTtioN OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and
thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus
Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who
love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both on your
going out and your coming in.

PSR News

April 2022

3 Class — 5" Sunday of Lent — Rehearsal for Live Station. 15 Good Friday — Live Stations of the Cross
10 Class - Palm Sunday 17 No Class — Happy Easter

14 Holy Thursday 24 Class — 2" Sunday of Easter

27 Confirmation — St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Ch 7 PM
The Church’s Origin, Foundation and Mission

We begin our investigation of the Church's mystery by meditating on her origin in the Holy Trinity's plan and her progressive realization in history.
A plan born in the Father's heart

“The eternal Father, in accordance with the utterly gratuitous and mysterious design of his wisdom and goodness, created the whole universe and chose to raise up men to share in his own
divine life," to which he calls all men in his Son. "The Father . . . determined to call together in a holy Church those who should believe in Christ." This "family of God" is gradually formed
and takes shape during the stages of human history, in keeping with the Father's plan. In fact, "already present in figure at the beginning of the world, this Church was prepared in marvelous
fashion in the history of the people of Israel and the old Advance. Established in this last age of the world and made manifest in the outpouring of the Spirit, it will be brought to glorious
completion at the end of time.”

The Church - foreshadowed from the world's beginning

Christians of the first centuries said, "The world was created for the sake of the Church." God created the world for the sake of communion with his divine life, a communion brought about
by the "convocation" of men in Christ, and this "convocation" is the Church. the Church is the goal of all things, and God permitted such painful upheavals as the angels' fall and man's sin
only as occasions and means for displaying all the power of his arm and the whole measure of the love he wanted to give the world:

Just as God's will is creation and is called "the world," so his intention is the salvation of men, and it is called "the Church."
The Church - prepared for in the Old Covenant

The gathering together of the People of God began at the moment when sin destroyed the communion of men with God, and that of men among themselves, the gathering together of the
Church is, as it were, God's reaction to the chaos provoked by sin. This reunification is achieved secretly in the heart of all peoples: "In every nation anyone who fears him and does what is
right is acceptable" to God.

The remote preparation for this gathering together of the People of God begins when he calls Abraham and promises that he will become the father of a great people. Its immediate prepara-
tion begins with Israel's election as the People of God. By this election, Israel is to be the sign of the future gathering of All nations. But the prophets accuse Israel of breaking the covenant
and behaving like a prostitute. They announce a new and eternal covenant. "Christ instituted this New Covenant."

The Church - instituted by Christ Jesus

It was the Son's task to accomplish the Father's plan of salvation in the fullness of time. Its accomplishment was the reason for his being sent. "The Lord Jesus inaugurated his Church by
preaching the Good News, that is, the coming of the Reign of God, promised over the ages in the scriptures.”" To fulfill the Father's will, Christ ushered in the Kingdom of heaven on earth,
the Church "is the Reign of Christ already present in mystery."

"This Kingdom shines out before men in the word, in the works and in the presence of Christ." To welcome Jesus' word is to welcome "the Kingdom itself." The seed and beginning of the
Kingdom are the "little flock" of those whom Jesus came to gather around him, the flock whose shepherd he is. They form Jesus' true family. To those whom he thus gathered around him, he
taught a new "way of acting" and a prayer of their own.

The Lord Jesus endowed his community with a structure that will remain until the Kingdom is fully achieved. Before all else there is the choice of the Twelve with Peter as their
head. Representing the twelve tribes of Israel, they are the foundation stones of the new Jerusalem. The Twelve and the other disciples share in Christ's mission and his power, but also in his
lot. By all his actions, Christ prepares and builds his Church.

The Church is born primarily of Christ's total self-giving for our salvation, anticipated in the institution of the Eucharist and fulfilled on the cross. "The origin and growth of the Church are
symbolized by the blood and water which flowed from the open side of the crucified Jesus." "For it was from the side of Christ as he slept the sleep of death upon the cross that there came
forth the 'wondrous sacrament of the whole Church."" As Eve was formed from the sleeping Adam's side, so the Church was born from the pierced heart of Christ hanging dead on the cross.

The Church - revealed by the Holy Spirit

"When the work which the Father gave the Son to do on earth was accomplished, the Holy Spirit was sent on the day of Pentecost in order that he might continually sanctify the Church.” Then "the Church was openly
displayed to the crowds and the spread of the Gospel among the nations, through preaching, was begun." As the "convocation" of all men for salvation, the Church in her very nature is missionary, sent by Christ to all the
nations to make disciples of them.

So that she can fulfill her mission, the Holy Spirit "bestows upon [the Church] varied hierarchic and charismatic gifts, and in this way directs her." "Henceforward the Church, endowed with the gifts of her founder and
faithfully observing his precepts of charity, humility and self-denial, receives the mission of proclaiming and establishing among all peoples the Kingdom of Christ and of God, and she is on earth the seed and the begin-
ning of that kingdom." “7>%7

SFEX CENTENNIAL COOKBOOKS Mass Intentions for April 2 - 5, 2022
MAKES A GREAT GIFT Saturday Spm Alzheimer Patients & Caregivers
FOR ONLY $20.00 By: LeBlanc Family

PRAY FOR US Sunday 8am Lester & Ronnie Gauthier
By: Edward, Mary, Danna & Damien

Richard Camble, Jr. Gwen Carriere Catherine Murray
Frazier Jordan John Paul Moore Joyce Decuir 11lam Zula Comeaux
Elizabeth Whitfield Loraine Perry Cenia Richard By: Catherine Veazie
Zelda Bates Martha Proctor John Ristic
Elaine Johnson Maria Rice Betty Camble
Linda Gills-Beshears Whitney Robiho Elouise Noel Tuesday Spm Gary W. DareHSbourg

Mary Johnson Betty Dupas Cora Scott-Green By: Cheryl Ann Darensbourg




Fifth Sunday of Lent

April 3, 2022

Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Churciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be Mondays by 12 noon.
Please consider admission at least a week prior to the date of the announcement, when possible.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Holy Thursday Mass - 6pm
Good Friday Stations - 12 noon
Good Friday Service - 3pm
Easter Vigil - 8pm

Easter Sunday Masses - 8am & 11am

Stations of the cross
Fridays during Lent at 2pm

The Easter Wagons will return this year.

As we prepare for the return of out wagons we are
asking for donations. Individually wrapped candy
or monetary donations may be dropped at the
rectory. Thank you for your usual cooperation.
Join us for the return of this event on Saturday,
April 16™ — 8am mass and Easter Sunday masses

Paul and Norma Duell Memorial Scholarship

Purpose of the scholarship: The Paul and Norma Duell Memorial
Scholarship is established to provide financial support of $5,000 to a gradu-
ating high school senior and/or first year college student who will attend
Southern University and A&M College, Baton Rouge or Grambling State
University in the Fall of 2022. The student should have a 3.0 GPA and be a
parishioner of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church or Mt. Zion First Baptist
Church.

Both Paul and Norma believed in the value of education, given their experi-
ences growing up in a segregated society. They both worked tirelessly to
bring together people of all races, faiths, and backgrounds to improve their
community, the State of Louisiana and our country through their active
engagement in many organizations including their church homes. They
often recruited students to attend both Southern University and A&M Col-
lege and Grambling State University, so it is fitting that their daughters,
Paula Duell Northern and Stephanie Duell honor them through this Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund.

To apply, students should submit a resume and personal statement on their
future aspirations in 250 words or less to DuellMemorialScholar-
ship@gmail.com by April 30, 2022.

HELPINGYOUR NEIGHBOR
If you truly want to help the soul of your neighbor, you should ap-
proach God first with all your heart. Ask God simply to fill you with
charity . . . with it you can accomplish what you desire.
—St. Vincent Ferrer

Join us for the
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
When: Every Saturday from 3:30 - 4:30pm
Where: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
1120 Myrtle Street

Stewardship - March 27, 2022

Regular Collection
$8892.00
School Support
$550
Parish Needs
$85
Flowers
$55




PLEASE SEND US ONLY 200
COPIES OF THE BULLETIN THAT
WE ARE SUBMITTING FOR
April 3, 2022
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