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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTIS-
MAL PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER
AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT
OF THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT
THE HOSPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RiTE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucaTtioN OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and
thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus
Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who
love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both on your
going out and your coming in.

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
One of the most memorable images from the pontificate of Pope John Paul II is not his
shocked expression as he is hit by a bullet, but rather his tender meeting with his assailant, and
his forgiveness. It is far more compelling because, although people are struck by bullets every
day, true reconciliation is in relatively short supply. An outside observer might list attempting
to kill the pope as an unforgiveable sin, but of course we know that forgiveness of sin is
woven deeply into our tradition of living as Christ did.
Interestingly enough, the Church took a hard line on these matters early on. Until the second
century, people expected Christ’s return in the near future, so they deferred judgment to him.
Soon, however, bishops began to grant forgiveness for sin after baptism, but only once. What
we know as the sacrament of penance takes its life from Jesus’ work of reconciliation, but just
as scripture shows Jesus forgiving people in one life-changing encounter, so the church
granted one chance only. Great sins were the target, such as idolatry, adultery, and murder.
Penance was lengthy, difficult, and public, and the bishop was in charge of the process. For the
next several weeks, we’ll look at subsequent creative and helpful changes in the celebration of
this sacrament.

-Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading - Brothers and sisters of every race and language will be brought to Jerusalem (Isaiah 66:18-21).

Psalm - Go out to all the world and tell the Good News
(Psalm 117).

Second Reading - Be strong and endure your trials as the “discipline” of a loving God, for it will result in the
peaceful fruit of righteousness (Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13).

Gospel - People from east and west, north and south, recline at table in the kingdom of God (Luke 13:22-30).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved.

SFX CENTENNIAL COOKBOOKS
MAKES A GREAT GIFT
FOR ONLY $20.00

Mass Intentions for August 20 - 23, 2022
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PRAY FOR US
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Churciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be due on Fridays by 12 noon.
Please consider admission at least a week prior to the date of the announcement, when possible.

The United Men of St. Francis Xavier will hold an
organizational/planning meeting on August 28, 2022,
immediately following the 8:00 mass.

We are asking all current members to please attend.
We are also inviting anyone interested in becoming a
member to please join us at that meeting.

We will meet in the cafeteria.

Join us for the
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
When: Every Saturday from 3:30 - 4:30pm
Where: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
1120 Myrtle Street

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
O God, who cause the minds of the faithful
to unite in a single purpose,
grant your people to love what you command
and to desire what you promise,
that, amid the uncertainties of this world,
our hearts may be fixed on that place
where true gladness is found.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER

Our readings today remind us of the larger story of the Bible,
of God’s purposes and promises for the world. Because of
humanity’s rejection of God, as told in Genesis, human
communities were first dispersed. Isaiah proclaims that one
day God will gather these communities to be healed and rec-
onciled with God. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus echoes Isaiah and
teaches that all peoples in God’s promised future “will recline
at table in the kingdom of God.” Notice that in Isaiah, the na-
tions coming to God do not lose their ethnicity or unique iden-
tity. They bring their own distinct cultural gifts to God’s table.
Each people has its unique history with God, has received
distinct blessings from God, and each is accountable to God.
Today, we live in a global and multi-cultural Church.
When God’s diverse peoples gather in worship today, may we
honor and celebrate each other’s gifts and blessings.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

WORTHY TEACHERS

All who undertake to teach must be endowed with deep love,
the greatest patience, and, most of all, profound humility. The
Lord will find them worthy to become fellow workers with
him in the cause of truth.

—St. Joseph Calasanz

The Junior Daughters Ct# 12 (Little Flowers) are still collection “Pull Tabs”. If you
have any please leave them at the back of the church.

Stewardship - August 14, 2022
Regular Collection
$8,431
Parish Needs
$135
School Support
$203




PLEASE SEND US ONLY 150
COPIES OF THE BULLETIN THAT
WE ARE SUBMITTING FOR
August 21, 2022
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