
 
 
 
 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

PARISH OFFICE: 
MRS. EBONY RILEY-COLEMAN- SECRETARY   
1134 JULIA STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 
225.383.3479 OR 225.343.3709   
FAX: 225.388.5458 
EMAIL-SECRETARY@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
WEBSITE-STFRANCISXAVIERBR.ORG 
REV. UGOCHUKWU HENRY IHUOMA, SSJ. 
EMAIL~ HENRY95UGO@GMAIL.COM 
CELL PHONE - 240.688.5440 
 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
MR JOHN YOUNG - DRE 225.343.3075 EXT 212 
FAX: 225.388.5458 
EMAIL:SFXPSR@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE:  
CHRISTOPHER J. ROGERS, PhD - PRINCIPAL 
1150 SOUTH 12TH STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM 
225.387.6639 OR 225.387.6630   
FAX: 225.383.1215 
EMAIL: CROGERS@SFXBR.ORG 
WEBSITE: WWW.SFXBR.ORG 
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MASS  SCHEDULE: 
SATURDAY:                                          VIGIL - 5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:                                  8:00 AM  & 11:00 AM 
TUESDAY:                           OUR MOTHER OF  PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA– 5:00 PM 
WED –FRI:                                9:00AM   
HOLYDAYS:                           9:00 AM  & 6:00 PM 
FRIDAY:                   SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM 

Rev. Ugochukwu Henry Ihuoma, SSJ 
Pastor  

CATHOLIC CHURCH  
 ₁₁₂₀ Myrtle Walk 
Baton Rouge, LA ₇₀₈₀₂ 

23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
September 8, 2024 

 



Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart 
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing 
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in. 

PRAYER LIST 

 
Richard Camble, Jr.* Elizabeth Whitfield  * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois * Easton Charles 

 
John Paul Moore * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir  * Patricia Armstrong   

 
 Betty Camble * Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone 

PSR News 
September 2024 
 
08 Class – Today is the first day of PSR – Registration is ongoing `- Today is the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Today is also 

Grandparents Day. 
 
14 Dynamics of Disclosure – Saturday September 14, 2024, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm in the Parish Office. Any adult involved in the 

ministry of children is required to take this course. Please sign up at the entrance of the Church. 
 
 
Grandparents Day –  

 
In 1970, Marian McQuade began a campaign to establish a special day of recognition for grandparents. Through her efforts, she 

reached out to the civic, business, faith, and political leaders and began a statewide campaign for Grandparents Day. In 1973, the first 
Grandparents Day in West Virginia was proclaimed by Governor Arch Moore. 

 
 Their work culminated in 1978 when the United States Congress passed legislation proclaiming the first Sunday after Labor 

Day as National Grandparents Day. A presidential proclamation was signed by President Jimmy Carter and thus began the observation of 
this special holiday. 

 
Missionary initiation of catechesis. 

 
Catechesis is also open to the missionary dimension. This seeks to equip the disciples of Jesus to be present as Christians in 

society through their professional, cultural and social lives. It also prepares them to lend their cooperation to the different ecclesial ser-
vices, according to their proper vocation. This task of evangelization originates, for the lay faithful, in the sacraments of Christian initia-
tion and in the secular character of their vocation. It is also important that every means should be used to encourage vocations to the 
Priesthood, and to the different forms of consecration to God in religious and apostolic life and to awaken special missionary vocations. 
The end of the evangelical attitude which Jesus taught his disciples when he sent them on mission of precisely those which catechesis 
must nourish: to seek out the lost sheep, proclaim and heal at the same time, to be poor without money or knapsack; to know how to ac-
cept rejection and persecution; to place one's trust in the Father and in the support of the Holy Spirit; to expect no other reward than the 
joy of working for the Kingdom. 
  
In educating for this missionary sense, catechesis is also necessary for interreligious dialogue, if it renders the faithful capable of mean-
ingful communication with men and women of other religions. Catechesis shows that the link between the Church and non-Christian 
religion is, in the first place, the common origin and. the end of the human race, as well as the “many seeds of the word which God has 
sown in these religions.” Catechesis too helps to reconcile and, at the same time, to distinguish between the “proclamation of Christ” and 
the “interreligious dialogue.” These two elements were closely connected, must not be confused or identified. Indeed, dialogue does not 
dispense from evangelization. 
 
We complete our series on the Judges in the Bible with Abdon. 
 

Abdon (Hebrew: ‘Aḇdōn, "servile" or "service"), was the son of Hillel, a Pirathonite, and was the eleventh Judge of Israel mentioned in 
the Book of Judges (Judges 12:13–15). He was a member of the tribe of Ephraim, and in the biblical account was credited with having 
forty sons and thirty grandsons. He restored order in the central area of Israel "after the disastrous feud with Jephtha and the Gilead-
ites".  He judged Israel for eight years. He was buried on Ephraimite land, in Pirathon, in the hill-country of the Amalekites. 

Next Issue we complete our series on Judges in the Bible with Sampson and begins a series on Kings in the Bible 

Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA 



Mass Intentions  Sept 7 - 13, 2024 
   
Saturday        5pm        Margarite Hurst Jackson 
   By: Patrick & Desmarie Decuir 
    
Sunday 8am     People of the Parish  
    
  11am     Ruben Davis (R) 
   By: Family 
 
Tuesday 5pm     John Eric Rice        
   By: Ronald Saizon 
 
 

Through trials  and tribulations,  by God’s  grace,  we triumph!  

3 Ways to Give 
S t. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

 
*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 

Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
 

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! 

Stewardship  
  

  Sept 1 
      Regular Collection: $7,807 
            Online Support: $1,480  
                         Flowers: $20 
                 Parish Needs: $336 

 
 

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be due on Fridays by 12 noon.  
Please consider admission at least a week prior to the date of the announcement, when possible. 

 Weekday Masses  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday  at 9am 

Registration is Open 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic School 

1150 S. 12th Street | Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
 
 

Enrolling Grades K-8 
 

For More Information 
(225) 387-6639 | www.sfxbr.org 

Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  

This weekend we will have a second collection for the 
Catholic University of America Agency. Please be gener-
ous.   

We shall have Adoration, Praise, and Worship on Saturday, 
September 7th at 3pm.  

 
Please join us as we pray for healing.  

 
All ministries are invited. 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 Turning the calendar page to September marks a new be-
ginning in the lives of many who live by the academic year. 
Traditionally the start of the school year in the United States, 
this month can bring to mind the many calendars by which we 
live. There are fiscal years, academic years, television seasons, 
sports seasons—the list seems endless. Added to all of these is, 
of course, the liturgical year. 

 A Christian of the first century or so would have been hard-
pressed to understand what we mean by a feast day or holy day. 
That person would have understood Sunday as the primary feast 
day, and Easter as the primary Sunday. It was only over time 
that the Church began to set aside particular days and seasons to 
commemorate certain events or highlight selected mysteries of 
the faith. What has evolved over the centuries is a “map” of our 
faith, written on the days and seasons of the year. Some have 
observed that one will absorb all the major teachings of the 
Church in the course of a single year of Sundays if one is atten-
tive. What a wonderful way to get Christianity “into our 
bones!” And best of all, there are no grades! 
—Rev. James Field 



Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Royal Treatment 

 
St. James is exaggerating a little when he describes how people might greet visitors or new mem-

bers in the church. Hopefully, no one was that obvious at treating wealthy members better than poor ones. 
Sadly, prejudice is a sin that is just as prevalent today as it was 2000 years ago. Today we have laws for 
business and government to prevent prejudice. But the subtler forms of judging people by their race, 
clothing, speech, religion, etc. sometimes hide behind patriotism, faith, or the desire to protect our fami-
lies. So how can we stop it? 

 
One reason for prejudice is ignorance. Some people will believe anything they hear or read, espe-

cially if they see it on the internet. When you get an e-mail that says “true Americans” are white, English-
speaking Christians, there is probably some prejudice behind it. The only way to fight ignorance is with 
the truth. Jesus himself said the truth will set you free. (Jn 8:32) He ignored the laws/traditions that said 
you cannot associate with unclean people, Gentiles, or sinners. He told us that God loves all people, even 
sinners, so what right do we have to judge someone just because they are different?  

 
A second reason for prejudice is fear. We are told that certain neighborhoods are dangerous. Or an 

older adult sees three teenage boys walking down the street and because of her fear, she thinks they could 
be gang members. Sometimes fear stops us from helping the needy. But remember how many times Jesus 
tells us in the gospels, “Do not be afraid.” 

 
If we can learn to see Christ in all peoples, regardless of their race or lifestyle, we are beginning to 

leave prejudice behind. If we teach our children to respect the poor, the disabled, the homeless, we can 
help them to understand what James meant about God choosing the “poor in the eyes of the world to be 
rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom.” (Jas 2:5)       Tom Schmidt 
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