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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
March 2026

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

The Lenten journey is now complete, its mission of renewal and preparation to receive new life fulfilled. The call to
worship the Risen Lord has been received, and we gather to experience together the consoling presence of Christ in
word and sacrament. We are at our best today, crowded and cramped to be sure, but the fullest sign of who were are
meant to be. Christ has claimed us in the waters of baptism, we have acquired wonderful companions, and together we
can accomplish great things.

This is the day for rekindling the old flames of baptismal commitment, so we light the paschal candle, and by its
light we make yet again the ancient promises to reject evil’s grip and empty promises. Today we do not recite the Creed,
but respond with one voice to age-old questions. New life has to be nurtured, both the life of the newly baptized and the
renewed life of those who have passed through Lent’s refining prayer, fasting, and giving alms. At any Mass during the
next fifty days, you may be surprised by grace and splashed by water!

—Rev. James Field

SAINT OF THE WEEK
SAINT STANISLAUS, BISHOP AND MARTYR (1030-1079)

April 11

Have you ever had to confront evil or injustice? Have you ever tried to reason with those who could not
see reason, or share your faith with those who were not open to God? I remember a few episodes in high school
where I would ask those around me not to use foul language or when I chose to disassociate with those who were
known to drink, smoke or act promiscuously. But all of this pales in comparison to what Stanislaus went through.
He was born near Krakéw, Poland in 1030. He was ordained a priest, became known for his preaching and holy
example, and was ordained bishop of Krakow in 1072. He was known for his boldness and spoke out against un-
just wars, immorality and other evils. Preceding Thomas More and Thomas Becket, all three of them vigorously
opposed the evils of unjust government, even to the point of standing up to the king. King Boleslaus killed Stani-
slaus himself, after the saintly bishop excommunicated him due to his evil ways. May we learn from the example
of Saint Stanislaus to boldly proclaim the truth, no matter what the cost.

—Tami Urcia

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones *Robert Alfred

*Elizabeth Whitfield *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis*
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

@Ok

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! ~ SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

*Sacrament of Confirmation, Tuesday, April 14,
Tpm.

Announcements

Fish Fry Fundraiser 2026
We are receiving donations for our fish fry
fundraiser. Each family can support us by do-
nating $100 for a case of fish. You can make
your payment via envelope or online giving.
Please indicate the purpose of your collection.
Thanks for your generosity.

T St. Francis Xavier
Pl
"Register your child for the S chool 2026-

27, The Mustang Experience Awaits You." For
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan
the QR Code.

Enrolling Grades K - 8 [=1 775G ]

(225) 387-6639 IEI&E—'._..-

Mass Intentions
March 04-05, 2026
Saturday Spm  Juanita Culbert
By: Camille Fleet & Kirkland Johnson
Charles Williams
By: Mary Williams
Philip Louis
By: Mary Williams
Aline “Cookie” Vaughn
By: SFX School

Linda Beshears
By: Debra Johnson

Sunday 8am  Tyler Irvin and All Who Are

Deployed
By: Catrina Irvin & family

Lester & Ronnie Gauthier
By: Mary, Danna & Edward

Nickerson & Leola kador
By: Marva Williams

Henry Booker
By: Lucy Amar

Mattie & Charles Gills
By: Debra Johnson

Charles Bubbie Gills

By: Debra Johnson

Beverly Gills Rice
By: Debra Johnson

11 am The People of the Parish

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -

4:30 pm

Stewardship
March 29, 2026
Regular Collection: $7294.00
Online Support: $1907.36
Parish Needs: $10.00
School Support: $253.00

Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Acts 10:34a, 37-43, Colossians 3:1 —4, John 20:1-9

Believing Is Seeing

You’ve heard the saying “Seeing is believing.” Today’s first reading seems to say just the opposite. You
might think that when Jesus rose from the dead, everyone would see him. Then his friends would rejoice and those
who had put him to death would repent (or run as fast as they could). Yet Peter says that he was only visible to
some of the disciples. Jesus did not appear to Herod or Pilate or Caiaphas. The Pharisees and scribes did not see
him, either. Even the disciples did not immediately see him. The first thing they saw was the empty tomb, with
burial cloths lying on the ground. They may have thought that if his enemies had stolen Jesus’ body, they would
not have removed the burial cloths; touching a corpse would have made them unclean.

So it seems the empty tomb helped them to believe, and believing enabled them to see the Lord. The ex-
ception to this may be Thomas, who said he would not believe until he saw and touched Jesus’ risen body. Yet
when he does see the Lord, Jesus himself declares that believing is primary when he blesses those who have not
seen but still believe (John 20:31). Another example could be Mary of Magdala. She saw him, thinking he was the
gardener. Then she believed and recognized him.

What does this mean for us? Jesus seems to be hidden again. Yet we say that he is present in the sacra-
ments; Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation show that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit live in us. So perhaps we
just need to believe in order to see him. Mother Teresa could do it. She said she was amazed at the love she felt
when she saw Jesus in the poor and the dying people of Calcutta. St. Francis saw him not only in the poor but in
all creation. Maybe we need to grow in faith so that we can see Jesus in the poor, the dying, the people who annoy
us, even our enemies.

Tom Schmidt



