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SATURDAY: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—3:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

One of the great Easter traditions is “mystagogy,” an ancient word meaning “reflection on the mysteries.” It is a
style of catechesis, or passing on the faith. People who have shared an experience, in this case those who have
been baptized at Easter, are urged to recall their experience, reflect on its meaning, and apply their insights to their
new way of life.

There is an aspect of an experience that is simply not available until you’ve had it. For example, you may
think you know weddings inside out; you’ve been to dozens, seen hundreds in the movies or on television, but un-
til you’ve said “I do” to another, there is a certain knowledge unavailable to you. Those who go down into the wa-
ters of baptism as adults have similar experiences; they have all taken baths before, but not like this one! Mystago-
gy helps such persons to uncover the deep meaning of the experience, their sense of a new beginning, of God’s
abundant love, of forgiveness, of community.

It takes time for the power of the Easter Vigil to work its wonders for us. Those who are newly baptized are
called “neophytes,” meaning “newly planted.” The tender buds of spring need care and nurturing, and our new
brothers and sisters need your prayer and your faithful example.

—Rev. James Field

SAINT OF THE WEEK

SAINT BERNADETTE SOUBIROUS (1844-1879)
April 16

With Immaculate Mary’s “Ave Maria” for its refrain, Andy Williams’ “Village of Saint Bernadette”
peaked at #7 on Billboard’s Top 40 at Christmas 1959, airing on radio stations all over America. Imagine! In
some dioceses, today marks the feast of Bernardette Soubirous, the teenager who, combing a refuse heap for fire-
wood, saw a “beautiful lady” who identified herself in words Bernadette faithfully reported to the bishop, though
she did not understand their meaning: “I am the Immaculate Conception.” Relentlessly interrogated, she never wa-
vered in her story or sweetness. Chronically ill all her life and dead at thirty-five, Bernadette left behind the shrine
at Lourdes where healing waters still flow from the spring that her “beautiful lady” pointed out to her.
—Peter Scagnelli

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones *Robert Alfred

*Elizabeth Whitfield *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis* Howard Louis
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!
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SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

Announcements

Fish Fry Fundraiser 2026
We are receiving donations for our fish fry
fundraiser. Each family can support us by do-
nating $100 for a case of fish. You can make
your payment via envelope or online giving.
Please indicate the purpose of your collection.
Thanks for your generosity.

*Sacrament of Confirmation, Tuesday, April 14,

Tpm.

*School Mass, Friday, April 17, 9 am.
*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, April 23, 10

am.

T St. Francis Xavier
Pl
"Register your child for the S chool 2026-

27, The Mustang Experience Awaits You." For
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan
the QR Code.
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Enrolling Grades K - 8

(225) 387-6639

Mass Intentions

March 11-12, 2026

Saturday S pm

Sunday

8 am

11 am

Juanita Culbert
By: Camille Fleet & Kirkland Johnson

Oliver & Catherine Domino
By: Joi Spears
Dr. Melvin Jones

By: Carmen Jones

The People of the Parish

Tyler Irvin and All Who Are

Deployed
By: Catrina Irvin & family
Ronald Gathe, Sr.
By: Valery & Betty Lowery
Lawrence Turnbull
By: Carol Vinning
Ernest Victorian, Jr.
By: SFX Fish Fry Crew

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Regular Collection:
Online Support:
Parish Needs:
School Support:

Stewardship

April 05, 2026

$10,764.24
$3,571.22.
$435.00
$80.00

Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Acts 2: 42-47, 1 Peter 1:3-9, John 20:19-31

X-treme Christians

You may notice that Acts of the Apostles is the source of the first readings during the Easter season. This
book describes how Christianity grew from a handful of disciples to a major religion. Today’s reading about an
ideal Christian community is meant to show ordinary believers how to be extraordinary, using three examples |
call power, property, and prayer.

Power means the “signs and wonders” (Acts 2:43) performed by the disciples through the power of the
Holy Spirit. This should be named last, because it takes a lot of faith to heal the sick. If you had the same faith as
the apostles, you just might be able to cure the sick. Or you might study to become a doctor and cure them with
medical skills. As long as you acknowledge that God gave you the brains and the talent to become a doctor, you
are doing God’s work.

By property, I mean sharing what you have with those in need. Many disciples were moved to sell their
goods and share them with the poor, and word of that must have spread. If you are not called to sell all your goods
and become a monk or a nun, you can still tithe to your church or the poor. You can donate time as well, perhaps
tutoring disadvantaged kids, helping build or repair houses in poor areas, or bringing meals to shut-ins. The point
is that followers of Christ are not just individual do-gooders. They are a community of believers who care about
each other and also care about the non-believers who need help of any kind.

So where did these first disciples get the faith to cure the sick and the love to help the needy? The answer
is the third example—prayer. Twice in the first reading we hear how “they devoted themselves . . . to the breaking
of the bread” (Acts 2:42, 46). Breaking bread was their name for the Eucharist. They also went to the temple to
pray, because at that time most disciples were Jewish Christians. As they heard the Hebrew scriptures, they saw
how God’s promises were fulfilled in Christ. Later, they added reading from the letters of Paul and preaching
about Jesus’ works and teachings. All of these practices helped unite them to Christ and to each other.

Tom Schmidt



