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SATURDAY: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—3:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
May 2026

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

The liturgy seems reluctant to return to Ordinary Time from the joys of Easter, and so the festivi-
ties extend to today’s celebration of the mystery of God’s relationship to us as Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. The Gospel today centers the question of our relationship with God in the struggle of
Nathaniel to believe that it is possible to experience “rebirth” in the Spirit. The answer of Jesus is
that God’s response to the messes of this world is the mystery of saving love in Jesus Christ and
the outpouring of an empowering Spirit.

Western church architecture often tops a church building with a spire, indicating humanity’s
reach to a transcendent God. The Eastern Church responds with onion-shaped domes, indicating
the Spirit’s being poured down upon humanity precisely at this locale, the gathering of the faith-
ful for the Divine Liturgy. This familiar design encodes a great mystery: here, at the Lord’s table,
we experience the outpouring of the Spirit for the life of the world. Nathaniel came to Jesus by
night, since he was still working out the meaning of his life. A life attuned to the inner life of the
Trinity must always be given to the light of day.

—Rev. James Field

SAINT OF THE WEEK

SAINT CHARLES LWANGA AND HIS COMPANIONS (martyred 1886-87)
June 3

“Master of Pages,” reputedly the handsomest man in all Uganda, Charles Lwanga, lay cate-
chist, courageously led about forty teenaged boys, Catholics and Anglicans, on a forty-mile forced
march to martyrdom for their common Christian faith. Teaching each other the hymns of their dif-
ferent churches, they strengthened one another for the ordeal ahead. King Mwanga, himself bare-
ly twenty, had ordered them executed for being “those who pray.” But these royal pages were the
king’s male harem, who, now Christians, refused what pious accounts demurely describe as his
“unreasonable demands.” Some were clubbed to death, most burned alive; the youngest, thirteen-
year old Saint Kizito, whom Charles had often shielded from the King’s lust; the most tragic,
Saint Mbaga, whose father was his executioner! In 1964, Paul VI canonized the young Catholics
and praised their Anglican companions, recalling the heroism of early Christianity’s African mar-
tyrs, which we modern Christians of far less faith never expected to see repeated. Forty years after
the pope’s words, what does our faith cost us? Heroism aside, how generous is our response?
—Peter Scagnelli

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones *Robert Alfred

*Elizabeth Whitfield *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis* Howard Louis
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give -~ i
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Church S

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

@Ok

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at | *GriefShare Ministry, Wednesday, June 3, 6 pm

6 pm at the Parish Office. *Bible Study, Thursday, June 4, 6 pm.
*Bingo Game, Saturday, June 6, 6:30 pm.
Announcements *Ministry Fair, 6-7, 13-14, 20-21, 27-28, at all the
Parish Fall Fair 2026 Weekend Masses.

*The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, June 7.
*SJB & OLA Raffle drawing with Jambalaya Sale
& Fellowship, Saturday, June 13, after 4:30 pm
Mass @ 4826 Main St. Zachary, LA 70791.

Save the Date: Our Parish Fair will be held on October
31 and November 1. Remember, we are family, and on
these days, we are going to show up and show out. Stay
tuned for more information.

Mass Intentions

Our Kickoff dance will be held on Saturday, Septem-

ber 19, 2026 at the McKinley Alumni Center. Tickets May 30-31, 2026
can be purchased after each mass or at the parish of- S Fave Bovki
fice for $45 and $50 at the door. Don’t miss out!!! aturday 5 pm aBy ¢ Doykin
y.: Betty Camble
T Olivia Huey
: ' By: The Family
%St‘ Francis }g"glerg Leola Kador & Nickerson
. . Kador
"Register your child for the S chool 2026- By: Jackie K. Mitchell & Marva K. Williams

27, The Mustang Experience Awaits You." For
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan |gynday  8am  The People of the Parish
the QR Code.

11am  Tyler Irvin and All Who Are

. =T Deployed
Enrolhng Grades K - 8 E E. By: Catrina Irvin & family
(225) 387-6639 & : Stewardship

=520 Mavy 24, 2026
Regular Collection: $5967.00
Join us for Onlin(.e Support.: $2729.46
Adoration, Praise, and Worship Parish Needs: $130.00
School Support: $276.00

Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9, 2 Corinthians 13:11-13, John 3:16-18

Life, the Universe, and Everything

Why does God love us so much? And why are we able to love others? The answer to these questions is
found in the meaning of today’s feast. Trinity Sunday celebrates not so much an idea of three-in-one as the rela-
tionship of the Persons of the Trinity with each other and with us.

The idea is that the Father expressed himself as the Word. Since it was a perfect expression, the Word is
his Son and equal to the Father. The love of Father and Son is expressed as the Holy Spirit. Being a perfect love, it
too is equal to Father and Son. So even the idea of the Trinity is based on love. But God’s love was so great, God
went even further. God created us to be loved by God.

In the second reading Paul blesses the Corinthians with the “love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit.” The book of Genesis (3:18) says that it was not good for man to be alone. So God created woman, and
through man and woman all humanity, to be able to love each other. Though human love is not perfect, the love of
man and woman can produce another person, a child. The three Persons of the Trinity share one life in God. But
through baptism, we also share in God’s life. Just as parents love to see how their children look like them, so God
loves to see the divine in us.

The first reading reminds us of God’s closeness to humanity. Moses can speak to God and God responds
by granting his request. The Gospel tells how much God loves the world, that God’s own Son was sent to die for
us. But we sometimes forget that God’s love comes first. We think that the more loving we are, the more God will
love us. But love comes from God (1 John 4:7-11), so when we love someone it doesn’t make God love us more;
we love because God loves us first. Our decision to love is a response to God’s love, and our ability to love is it-
self a gift from God. The meaning of life, the universe, and everything is Love, the love of the Trinity for each
other and for us. The question now is, how well do we use that gift of God’s love by loving each other?

Tom Schmidt



